Running Head: LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA		1

LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA		4







Legalization of Marijuana
Name
Institution
Date









Legalization of Marijuana
Despite several states legalizing marijuana, the federal government still holds that it is a dangerous drug that should be controlled in its use. The federal government continues to maintain its official stance because it classifies marijuana as a schedule 1 drug, meaning it is considered to have no medicinal value and a high potential for abuse (Reid, 2014). The federal government classifies marijuana in a similar category as heroin. Marijuana is classified in a more restrictive category than drugs such as meth and cocaine. It is my conviction that the stance held by the Federal Government that marijuana is a dangerous drug is also based on the fact that its effects, especially in the health aspects, are very vivid. The Government acknowledges that the medicinal aspects of marijuana are not recognized per se, especially by the research firms, but there is a consensus that marijuana has some critical effects, especially in the behavioural and health patterns of the users. 
According to O'Keefe, (2013), the government focuses on asserting its stance and remaining objective in passing legislations which have minimal or no controversy which is not the same case for marijuana. The case of marijuana and its medicinal value seems to be debatable and not based on strong empirical studies; hence, the government remains adamant that marijuana is a very harmful drug. Some states have also succumbed to the pressure from the citizens to legalize marijuana, which is not the same case for the Federal Government. In this case, consensus is needed between the states and the Federal Government, especially in analyzing the negative and positive effects of marijuana, then making a decision whether or not to legalize its use per se. 
Questions for Discussion
1. Do you think the legalization of marijuana by some states in the USA is based on objectivity?
2. Do you think increasing research on the effects of marijuana will change the stance taken by some states in the USA to legalize marijuana?
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